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DAYTON 
NEWS RELEASE 
THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S 'FIRST TUESDAY' 
PUBLIC LECTURES SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN OCTOBER 
Aug. 16, 2002 
Contact: Pamela Gregg 
gregg@udayton.edu 
DAYTON, Ohio- Since 1995, an increasing number of patrons of the arts in Dayton 
have attended events armed with "inside information" designed to enhance their arts 
experience. Their secret is no secret- through UD's "First Tuesday" lecture series, speakers 
from the University and Dayton arts community provide background information and insight 
into concerts, plays, operas and other events coming to Dayton to boost understanding and 
appreciation of those events. 
Lectures are free and open to the public and held at 7:30p.m. on the first Tuesday of 
their scheduled months in Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips Humanities Center on campus. 
2002-2003 lectures include: 
Black American Art of the 20th Century, Oct. 1-Using slides and pieces of his own 
art, Dayton artist Willis "Bing" Davis will trace the development and evaluate the contribution 
of modem black American artists. This lecture will coincide with the Dayton Art Institute's fall 
exhibit "Looking Forward, Looking Black." 
War and Peace: Responses in Music and Art, Nov. 5- Richard Benedum, University 
of Dayton alumni chair in the humanities, and Dominic Vasseur, curator of the Springfield Art 
Museum, will provide a musical and visual backdrop to the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra's 
performance of Benjamin Britten's War Requiem in November. 
Verdi's Aida: History, Words and Music, Feb. 4- UD English professors Alan 
Kimbrough and Faiza Shereen and music professor Mark Brill will explore the background of 
Verdi's masterpiece as well as his working relationship with librettist Ghislanzoni. Shereen, a 
native of Egypt, will share insights into the imperialism and colonialism in 19th-century Egypt 
that formed the backdrop to the opera. This lecture will highlight the Dayton Opera 
Association's production of Aida in March. 
Proving Identity: The Mathematics of Relationships, March 4- Marsha Hanna, 
artistic director of the Human Race Theater Co., and Richard Hess, who will direct the 
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company's production of the Pulitzer Prize-winning play Proof in March, will join UD English 
lecturer Barbara Farrelly in exploring the character relationships in David Auburn's 
heartwarming drama. 
For more information about the First Tuesday series, call Richard Benedum, UD alumni 
chair in the humanities, at (937) 229-3986. 
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